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3.  ACME Learning Products
He who is ignorant of history before his birth
4.  is always a child.-Cicero
5.   In this study, the Declaration has been arbitrarily divided into eighteen parts and assigned for this program.  This division is for purpose to make the document more easily assimilated, memorable and understood.

6.  Eighteen “memory” words have been arbitrarily chosen to aid the student to identify eighteen parts of the Declaration. The eighteen parts are apportioned in five sections: (Memorize)

1.    Course, Truths, Secure, Destructive

2. Prudence, Train, Patient, History 

4. 3.    Facts of Injuries, 

7.  Petitioned, Prince, Wanting, Appealed, Acquiesce.

8.  We, Declare, Power, Pledge.                

9.  The Statements have been devised to clarify the issues addressed in the Declaration, for memory study. [Memorize these Statements]

10.    Statement of Course.

11.    Statement of Truths.

12.    Statement of Secure.

13.    Statement of Destructive.

14.    Statement of Prudence.

15.    Statement of Train.

16.    Statement of Patient.

17.    Statement of History.

18.    Statement of Facts of Injuries. 

19.  Statement of Petitioned
20.  Statement of Prince.

21.  Statement of Wanting.

22.  Statement of Appealed.

23.  Statement of Acquiesce.

24.  Statement of We.

25.  Statement of Declare
26.  Statement of Power.

27.  Statement of Pledge.
C.  The Facts of Injuries have been arbitrarily separated and defined for easier understanding, assimilation, and identification.

D. Definitions called for in this work are taken from the Noah Webster Dictionary of 1768.

 





QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ON DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE BOWL 2004

TQ.  Who is acclaimed as author of the "UNANIMOUS DECLARATION 

 the thirteen united States"  [The Declaration of Independence.]

TA.  Thomas Jefferson.

BQ. Identify at least four significant natural rights addressed in the  

        Declaration of Independence and other quotes.

BA.  a.   Man has the right and duty to provide protection  from 

              despotic forces in life and in government.

                       b.   The Constitution is organic law and is the Law of the Land.

 
         c.   The Constitution provides government by Law. 

         d.   Men are equal in the rights to Life, Liberty and the pursuit of 

      Happiness (property), 

         e.   That  a  preexisting law on truths is self-evident, that the Creator 

        grants rights.

                f.   That the thirteen united States “are entitled to an equal and 

separate station among men….”

2.
TA.  Define perpetual.

TB.  Everlasting, eternal, long-lasting.

BQ   From the Declaration of Independence (DOI), give two meanings of inalienable [unalienable].

BA.  a. Un or In u’ leen  a ble’.  Cannot be assumed or claimed; independent;

 sovereign; free.

         b. Example:  William the Conqueror in 1066, placed a lien (claim)  

    on all the land and people of England,  he became sole  Sovereign 

    of  the people, they,  being subjects of the king.

         c. An alien in the United States, is someone who has come from     

    another country having a lien [ownership] on his head of the 

    former homeland government or king.

         d. The Declaration declared the lien (claim) of the King of Britain null

 and void against Americans.  Each individual American became sovereign, having no subjects. 

3. 
TQ. Identify the first four arbitrary "memory words" for this study. (1-4).

TA. Course, truths, secure, destructive. 

BQ.  Identify the first four Statements.

BA.  Course - "When in the course . . . ."

         Truths  - "We hold these truths. . . ."

         Secure  -  "To secure the rights . . . ."

         Destructive - "That whenever ...government becomes destructive . . ."

4.
TQ.  Define course as used in the Declaration.

TA.   Direction of motion; a passing or process, order of procedure; series of

 successive procedures.

BQ.  Give the DOI Statement of Course. 

BA.  When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands which have connected them with another, and to assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel them to the separation.

5.
TQ.  Define truths.

TA.  Conforms to fact or reality; not false; true, veracity of.

BQ.  Give the DOI Statement of truths.

BA.  We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness (See also Federalist 45).

6.
TQ.  Define secure.

TA.  Hold fast; protection in.

BQ.  Quote the DOI Statement of secure.

BA.  To secure the rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed.

7.
TQ.  Define destructive.

TA.  Ruinous; destroy; mischievous; pernicious.

BQ  Quote the DOI Statement of destructive.

BA.   That whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in such form as to them shall seem most likely to do. 

8.
TQ.  What is the safety and happiness in the first four statements of the Declaration?
TA.  The first four statements are fundamental Laws or principles for a free people.
BQ.  Which of the first four statements of the Declaration, is most famous?

BA.  The second statement:  "We hold these truths to be self-evident, that men are created equal and are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights, Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness" (Fed. 45).

9.
TQ.     Give the arbitrary memory words, Nos. 5 through 8.

TA.     Prudence, Train, Patient, History,.

BQ.    Identify arbitrary Statements 5 through  8.
BA.    5. Statement of Prudence.  "Prudence, indeed . . . . "
6. Statement of Train.  " But when a long train . . . ."

7. Statement of Patient.  "Such have been the patient . . . ."     

8. Statement of History.  "The history of . . . ."

10.
TQ.  Define arbitrary memory word Prudence.

TA.  Wisdom as applied to practice; caution in deliberating; exercise of discernment.

 BQ. Quote the DOI Statement of Prudence.

 BA.     Prudence indeed, will dictate that Governments long established should not be changed for light and transient causes; and accordingly all experience hath shown, that mankind are more disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed.

11.
TQ.    Define train as used in the DOI.


TA.    A series; a succession of events.

BQ.    Quote the DOI Statement of train.

BA. 
But when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same Object evinces a design to reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off such Government, and to provide new Guards for their future security.

12.
TQ.   Define patient as used in the DOI.  

TA.    Able to endure evils; persevering; not easily provoked; not hasty.

BQ.   Quote the DOI Statement of patient.

BA.    Such has been the patient sufferance of these Colonies; and such is now the necessity which constrains them to alter their former Systems of Government.

13.
TQ.   Define history as used in the DOI.

TA.   An account of facts [of the present king]; a narration of events; an account of actions.

BQ. 
Give the Statement of history, as used in the DOI.

BA.
The history of the present King of Great Britain is a history of repeated injuries and usurpation, all having in direct object the establishment of an absolute Tyranny over these States.

14.       TQ. What is the arbitrary memory word No.10? give a definition.
TA.  Facts of Injuries.  Unjust injuries, destruction or damages upon goods, rights, reputation, lives, through orders of the king of Britain, sustained by American colonists..

BQ. What was the purpose of the Facts of Injuries in the Declaration?

BA.  The Facts of Injuries  were the listed proofs that the king had acted tyrannically and injuriously in his demands and actions, upon colonists,  beyond the Bill of Rights, prepared by Parliament and  signed by Queen Mary and her consort William of Orange in 1689.

15.
TQ.   How many Facts of Injuries are listed.

TA.    27 Injuries.  

BQ.  Give the pronouncement of the Injuries and the first listed Injury.
B.A  Injury 1. To prove this, let Facts be submitted to the candid world:  (The King of Great Britain:

1.  Has refused his assent to Laws, the most wholesome and necessary for the public good. 

16.
TQ. What did the king require of his Governors in America? 

TA. The king forbade the Governors to perform their duties.

BQ. Give the king’s Injury No. 2.
BA.  Injury 2.  Has forbidden his Governors to pass laws of immediate and pressing importance, unless suspended in their operation till his Assent should be obtained.  Has neglected to attend to them (when so suspended.)
17.
TQ. Explain Injury No. 2, the “laws suspended and forbidden” and consequence.

TA. Colonists were forbidden to continue to issue Colonial Script (paper money) which made them prosperous.  Depression resulted.

18.
BQ.  Recite or explain Injury No. 3.

BA.  Injury 3.  He has refused to pass other Laws for accommodation for large districts of people, unless those people would relinquish the right of Representation in the Legislature, a right inestimable to them and formidable to tyrants only.

19.
TQ. What is the problem of calling legislative bodies at unusual places?

TA. Colonial legislators could not be apprised, told of matters at hand, etc.

BQ. Explain Injury No. 4 of calling legislative bodies together.

BA.  Injury 4.  He has called together Legislative Bodies at Places 

unusual, uncomfortable, and distant from the Depository of their public 

Records, for the sole Purpose of fatiguing them into Compliance with his

Measures.

20.
TQ.   What was Injury No. 5 pertained to in dissolving  houses?

TA.    Injury 5.  He has dissolved Representative Houses Repeatedly, for opposing with manly Firmness his Invasions on the Rights of the People.

BQ.   What was refused in Injury No. 6?

BA.    Injury 6.  He has refused for a long time, after such dissolution's, to cause others to be elected; whereby the Legislative powers, incapable of Annihilation, have returned to the People at large for their exercise; the State remaining in the mean time ex posed to all the Dangers of Invasion from without and Convulsions within.

21.
TQ.   What did the king presume in matters of migration?

TA.   The Crown presumed to control who and what people and nationality could migrate west. 

BQ.    What was  Injury No. 7 citing preventing in lands and migration?
BA.   Injury 7.  He has endeavoured to prevent the Population of these States; for that Purpose obstructing the Laws for Naturalization of Foreigner; refusing to pass others to encourage their Migrations hither, and raising the Conditions of new Appropriation of Lands.

22,
TQ.  What was the obstruction of justice in Injury No. 8?

TA.   Injury 8. For establishing Judiciary Powers. He has obstructed the Administration of Justice, by refusing his assent(agreement) to Laws.

BQ.  How did the king have power over judges in Injury No. 9?

BA.   Injury 9.  He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone, for the 

tenure of their offices and amount and payment of their salaries.

23.
TQ.  What did the king erect over the people as found in Injury No. 10?
TA.   Injury 10.  He has erected a Multitude of New Offices, and sent hither Swarms of Officers to harass our People and eat out their Substance.

BQ.  What did the king keep over the people as found in Injury No. 11?

BA.   Injury 11.  He has kept among us, in Times of Peace, Standing Armies, without the consent of our legislatures.

24.
TQ.   What did the king affect to render found in Injury No. 12?

TA.   Injury 12.  He has affected to render the Military independent of and superior to the Civil Power.

BQ.   How did the king attempt to change jurisdiction, in Injury 13?

BA.   Injury 13.  He has combined with others to subject us to a Jurisdiction foreign to our Constitution, and unacknowledged by our Laws; giving his assent to their Acts of pretended Legislation:

25.
TQ.   Relate Injury 14 quartering troops.


TA.   Injury 14. For quartering large bodies of armed troops among us;


BQ.   Relate Injury 15 regarding punishment for Murders.

BA.   Injury 15.  For protecting, by mock Trial from punishment for any Murders they should commit on the Inhabitants…

26.
TQ.   Relate Injury 16 on world Trade.

TA.   Injury 16.  For cutting off our Trade with all parts of the world.
BQ.  Relate Injury 17 regarding Taxing.

BA.   Injury 17.  For imposing Taxes on us without our Consent --

27.
TQ.   Relate Injury 18 regarding Trial benefits.

TA.    Injury 18.  For depriving us, in many Cases, of the Benefits of Trial 

BQ.   Relate Injury 19 regarding transporting for trials.

BA.   Injury 19.   For transporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended Offences:

28. 
TQ.  What was the treatment and consequences of Quebec?

TA.   Parliament had restricted the freedoms of Quebec, they being 

Catholic, and enlarged their borders to arrest the former borders of the  colonies, by charter.

BQ.   Relate consequences of abolishing the system of English laws in Injury 20.

BA.   Injury 20.  For abolishing the free System of English Laws in a neighbouring Province, establishing therein an arbitrary Government, and enlarging its Boundaries, so as to render it at once an Example and fit Instrument for introducing the same absolute Rule into these Colonies:

29.
TQ.   Relate Injury 21 regarding Charters.

TA.   Injury 21.  For taking away our Charters, abolishing most va- luable Laws, and altering fundamentally the Forms of our Governments.

BQ.   Relate the suspension of legislatures Injury 22.

BA.   Injury 22.  For suspending our own Legislatures, and declaring 

themselves invested with Power to legislate for us in all Cases whatsoever.

30.
TQ.   What was the king’s strange dereliction of duty found in Injury 23? 

TA.   Injury 23.  He has abdicated Government here, by declaring us out of his Protection and waging War against us. 

BQ.  What were the acts of plunder found in Injury 24?

BA.   Injury 24.  He has plundered our Seas, ravaged our Coasts, burnt our Towns, and destroyed the Lives of our People.
31.
TQ.   What is the personal nature of attack in Injury 25?

TA.   Injury 25. The king is deemed unworthy as head of a civilized nation.

BQ.   What transporting feats are found in Injury 25?

BA.   Injury 25.  He is, at this Time, transporting large armies of foreign Mercenaries to compleat the Works of Death, Desolation, and Tyranny, already begun with circumstances of Cruelty and Perfidy, scarcely paralleled in the most barbarous Ages, and totally unworthy the Head of

 a civilized Nation.

32.
TQ.   What was the barbarous nature of the Injury 26?

TA.    Injury 26 The king made the captives be executioners of each other.

BQ.   Relate the barbarous horrors inflicted found in Injury 26.

BA.   Injury 26.   He has constrained our fellow Citizens taken Captive on the high Seas to bear arms against their Country, to become the Executioners of their Friends and Brethren, or to fall themselves by their Hands.

33.
TA.   What was the purpose and method  to create  throughout the colonies, with the Indians, and why?

TA.   The method was to create terrorism throughout the colonies and with the Indians so they would call for help or be seen as incompetent in ruling themselves.

BQ. What barbarous activities were inflicted on the people as found in Injury 27?

BA.   Injury 27.  He has excited domestic Insurrections amongst us, and has endeavoured to bring on the Inhabitants of our Frontiers, the merciless Indian Savages, whose known Rule of Warfare, is an undistinguished Destruction, of all Ages, Sexes and Conditions.

(End of Injuries; continue with Statement of Petitioned for Redress, No. 10.)
34.       TQ.  Give five memory words for categories 10-14. 

TA.   Petitioned, Prince, Wanting, Appealed, Acquiese

BQ.     Give five Statements and Gems, 10 through 14.

BA. 10.  Statement for Petitioned. "...we have Petitioned for Redress . . . ."

  11.  Statement of Prince.   "A Prince, whose Character, . . . ."

12. Statement of Wanting  "Nor have we been wanting in . . . ."

13. Statement of Appealed. "We have appealed to . . . ."

14. Statement of  Acquiese   "We must therefore, acquiesce  . . . ."

35.
TQ.  Define Petitioned,  as found in the Declaration.

TA.  To make a request; to solicit; to make supplication as to a higher authority.

BQ.   What is the Statement of Petitioned?

BA.    In every State of these oppressions We have Petitioned for Redress in the most humble terms: Our repeated petitions have been answered only by repeated injury.

36.
TQ.   Define Prince as used in the DOI.

TA.    A ruler whose obligation is, or ought to be, to care for liberties of the people, not use power to oppress his subjects; nor a person who exercises unlawful authority. (Bill of Rights 1789).

BQ.   Quote the Statement of Prince from the DOI.

BA.    A Prince, whose character is thus marked by every act which may define a Tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free people.
37.
TQ   Define wanting as used in the DOI.

TA.   Needing; lacking; deficient; absent.

BQ.   Give the Statement of wanting from the DOI.
BA.    Nor have we been wanting in attentions to our British brethren. We have warned them from time to time of attempts by their legislature to extend an unwarrantable jurisdiction over us.  We have reminded them of the circumstances of our emigration and settlement here.

38. 
TQ.   Define appealed as used in the DOI.. 

TA.   To supplicate, to plead, requested, petitioned. 

BQ. Give the Statement of  Appealed.

BA.   We have appealed to their native justice and Magnanimity, and we have conjured them by the Ties of our common Kindred to disavow thjese Usurpations, which, would inevitably interrupt our Connections and Correspondence.  They too have been deaf to the Voice of Justice and of Consanguinity (close relationship, friend).

39. 
TQ.   Define acquiesce as used in the DOI.. 

TA.   To rest satisfied; to assent to; to comply with; to cease opposition 

BQ. Give the Statement of Acquiesce.

BA.   We must therefore, acquiesce in the necessity, which denounced our Separation, hold them, as we hold the rest of mankind, Enemies in War, in Peace, Friend.
40.
TQ.   Give four arbitrary memory words for Nos. 15-18, from the DOI.

TA.    We, Declare, Power, Pledge. 

BQ.  Give last four  Statements and Gems.

BA    l3.  Statement of We. "We, therefore, the Representatives . . . ."

14. Statement of Declare. "and declare that these . . . . "

  15. Statement of Power.  ". . . and that they have full power . . . ."

  16..Statement of Pledge."And for the support . . . pledge . . . ."

41.
TQ.  Define  We, the Representatives as used in the DOI.
TA. The Representatives (of We, the people.) so appealing.

BQ.   Recite the Statement of We the Representatives.

BA.   We, therefore, the Representatives of the united States of America, in General Congress, Assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the World for the rectitude of our intentions, do, in the Name and by Authority of the good People of these Colonies, solemnly publish,. . . 

42. 
TQ.   Define Declare as used in DOI.

TA.   Just claim; justly entitled; property by nature.

BQ.   Recite the Declare Statement as used in DOI.

BA.   . . . (A)nd declare that these United Colonies are and of Right out to be, Free and Independent States; that they are Absolved from all Allegiance to the British Crown, and that all political connection between them and the State of Great Britain, is and ought to be totally dissolved; 

43. 
TQ.  Define full Power as used for protection of the people in DOI.

TA.  Authority, Property to perform, Responsibilities. 

BQ. Quote the Statement of Power or Property to perform.

BA.  . . .(A)nd that as Free and Independent States, they have full power to levy War, Conclude Peace, contract Alliances, establish Commerce, and to do all other Acts and Things which Independent States may of right do.

44.
TQ.   Define pledge as used in DOI.
TA.    To give as a warrant or security; to secure by a promise.

BQ.    Quote the Statement of pledge.

BA.
 . . . (A)nd for the support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred Honor. 

45.        TQ.   When was the Declaration signed by the Congress  by the majority?l 

TA.    July 4, 1776.

BQ.   Relate four of the prestigious appointments held by John Adams.

BA.   John Adams was a member of the First Continental Congress; 

     a.  He served on the committee of the Declaration of Independence; 

     b.  He served in Paris Peace Treaty 1883 ending the War for Independence; 

     c.   He served as Ambassador to England; 

     d.   He served as the first Vice President of the United States of America; 

     e.   He served as the second President of the United States.

46.
TQ.   Why do we celebrate the 4th of July?

TA.   July 4, 1776 was the birth of our nation, the birth of independence, freedom and sovereignty for all.   

BA. Give a memorized recitation of John Adams’ statement sustaining the Declaration of Independence.

BA.

    Sink or swim, live or die, survive or perish, 

I give my hand and my heart to this vote.  

It is true, indeed, that in the beginning we aimed




Not at independence.  

But there is a Divinity which shapes our ends,  

The injustice of England has driven us to arms…

Through the thick gloom of the present 

 I see the brightness of the future, as the sun in heaven. 

We shall make this a glorious, and immortal day…. 

I am for the Declaration.  It is my living Sentiment,  

    Independence now, and independence forever.

46.        TQ.  What did the Declaration of Independence claim for the people?

TA.   Independence from Britain and tyranny. 

BQ.  What type of independence did we as a new nation acquire?

BA.   Under the protection of Divine Providence, as free States and free 

people we became sovereign, each unto himself, but not over anyone else,

 in life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.

END OF DECLARATION STUDY

(As found in AMERICAN CONSTITUTION MADE EASY, published 1990):

PREFACE

A Note to Teachers


AMERICAN CONSTITUTION MADE EASY  is a handbook for the student in his study of the Constitution.  This handbook contains over 480 tossup and bonus questions developed expressly for use in American Constitution Bowls.  The questions cover every aspect of the Constitution.  The student has hands-on information and experience to prepare his/her participation in the Constitution Bowls.  Any teacher's agenda will be greatly enhanced with the use of this book which clarifies the Constitution in easy A-B-C learning blocks.


The AMERICAN CONSTITUTION STARS Club is an exciting new innovation to generate interest and study with the basic principles of the Constitution of the United States of America.  The STARS facilitates American Constitution Quiz Bowl games, a fun and easy way to learn the Constitution.


The AMERICAN CONSTITUTION STARS Club will be an asset in your school, as the STARS excel in leadership, speech, and debate.  The STARS Club is designed to enable the student in learning, clarifying, and verbalizing the Constitution.  STARS Club members in your school can set up their own learning blocks, taking a section at a time, as few as five or ten question sets at a time.  This can be in-class participation or extra-curricular as the teacher or club members choose.  The By-laws of the AMERICAN CONSTITUTION STARS Club. (see p. 138) give students basic direction to start, maintain the club, and seat up teams for the bowls and competitions.


STARS may participate in the annual State American Constitution Quiz Bowl Tournament.  Questions and answers from American Constitution Made Easy will be used in the State competition.  Any interested student of the school may join . . . .  p. viii American Constitution Made Easy - A Constitution Quiz Bowl Game. Copyright by Reva Wadsworth 1990.

 "He who is ignorant of history before his birth 

is always a child."-Cicero
28.  Reva Wadsworth

